Morgan McHugh
However Unlikely a Victory; it was the SWISS That Won
	The Winter Olympics are an international event watched by millions of people; that statement is difficult to refute, it is not an event watched only by Americans in hopes that American Olympians will win big.  The New York Times is a newspaper written (a majority of the time) in America, but it is also a paper read worldwide, these statements are difficult to disagree with; so why is it, that an article that headlines a gold winning Swiss Olympian deals more with the bronze winning American competitor?  That is a question that I had when reading “An Unlikely Swiss Wins Gold in Downhill.” 
	I first read the article on Monday afternoon (2-15-10) shortly after it was written on the New York Times website in the international section, I was initially bothered by the article because, while it began with Didier Defago, the gold winning Swiss skier, it brought into play Bode Miller, the “American wild-card.”  The article went on to talk more about Bode Miller than it did about Defago.  
I understand that as the New York Times, it wants to cater to the people of America at a certain level, but not only was it the top story of the INTERNATIONAL section online, it was headlined Swiss Wins Gold, there is something very unsettling when an article centers around someone that it was not implying to focus on.  The first three paragraphs contain Defago but there are 8 paragraphs (in the 22 paragraph story) that are COMPLETELY about Miller; some of the paragraphs aren’t about either skier, they talk about conditions or a variety of competitors… oh yes, and I cannot forget to mention the kicker quote of the article-- a quote from Miller about how excited he is to be at the Winter Games. 
	I also understand, that Miller is an important athlete in the respect that he is the only American downhill competitor that has ever won three medals (none of them gold), so in that respect, I agree there should be an article somewhere in the paper, but he should not be sharing Defago’s spotlight.  The New York Times should have written a separate article with a clear headline explaining Miller’s successes.  
	All of this considered, I thought to myself, journalism is competitive, and everyone is working to get the story out with the facts, alright… and perhaps the author of the story was writing it quickly and just wanted to get it all down, fair.  So I went this morning (2-16-10) to get the New York Times and see what the article would say after editors had time to look everything over. I was pleased at first, to see two separate articles; “Sun Shines on Downhill and a Surprising Swiss Victory” and “Feeling Emotion, Miller Gets A Bronze,” I read both articles and again was amazed.
	“Sun Shines on Downhill and a Surprising Swiss Victory,” it seems at least this time there is more leeway for a few other names to be mentioned in the piece because of the use of the word Surprising, it implies that maybe someone else should have won (although Miller was the “wild-card” and the article never states that Miller should have won) but guess who is mentioned and or quoted in the article over ten times! That’s right-- Miller! (to some credit, this time the kicker quote is Defago’s)
The New York Times article in the newspaper appeared in the sports pages (not on page one however, it was on page B12) and regardless of its placement, the photos/diagrams were large and in color (the colored diagram highlighted Defago and Miller’s routes compared to one another… no mention of the silver medalists’ route) the physical newspaper’s article on Defago doesn’t say anything about the silver medalist, if you read this article, you would have a very clear idea of who won gold, who won bronze (with a lovely color picture of the two men’s ski routes) but no mention of the silver medalists. 
	Finally, I read the Bode Miller article, it is just what I would have wanted the online article to have done (while they never wrote a true Defago story in my opinion), they wrote a specific story on Miller and his accomplishments, and the ONLY mention of Defago in Millers article notes that Defago won gold and that Aksel Lund Svindal of Norway won silver.  There is something strange in the fact that the Miller article seems smaller by maybe five or so paragraphs and yet the mention of Defago in Miller’s is so substantially less frequent.  
	Perhaps this is a worry about online journalism, the competition is so fierce that there is less fact checking or thought to being non-partisan, and I wonder what will happen to journalism if they keep up this idea that quicker is better than quick, truthful, and accurate.
